
 

 

A question has come up with respect to the ability of the Coronavirus to “live” on surfaces, and thus 

the potential for it to be transmitted via packages or the product we import from China. The 

following points address this question: 

 

• According the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the answer is: “Almost certainly 

NO. Because of poor survivability of the virus on surfaces, there is likely very low risk of it 

spreading via products or packages that are shipped over a period of days or weeks”. 

• Maggie Sottero’s product is shipped from our factories in China, via UPS.  (None of our 

factories have reported any cases of the virus.) Gowns are packaged in plastic and then 

shipped in cardboard boxes; the shipping time from the factory to MSD is between 5 to 7 

days.   

• According to the Director of the Center of Infectious Disease Dynamics at Penn State 

University: “There is no evidence from any previous outbreak (i.e. SARS or MERS) that anyone 

has ever gotten infected from a package. It is highly unlikely that the virus could survive for 

multiple days (our shipments take 5-7 days) outside or inside a carboard box that, for 

example, might contain something an infected person had sneezed on or handled. Viruses 

don’t last long on surfaces, and that’s particularly the case for very porous surfaces such a 

carboard or fabric”.   

• According to the Johns Hopkins University Center for Health Security (whose work focuses on 

emerging infectious diseases): “Many viruses outside the host fall apart within hours in the 

natural environment.  Shipping conditions of most products are going to be non-conducive to 

the virus remaining viable.” 

• The US Center for Disease Control has not required a quarantine of, nor has it issued a 

“Warning” regarding, product coming from China. 

  

Given all of the above, we feel confident that there is no risk of the virus being transmitted via our 

product or its packaging.   


